
TO: ALL MEDIA  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

      03 April 2025  

  

FREE STATE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT WELCOMES THE DECLARATION OF  
SPECIAL PROVINCIAL OFFICIAL FUNERAL SERVICE FOR FORMER MEC 
KOTSOANE  

 

BLOEMFONTEIN: The Free State Provincial Government, led by Premier MaQueen 

Letsoha-Mathae, has welcomed the declaration of a Special Provincial Official Funeral 

for the late former Member of the Executive Council (MEC), Itumeleng William “Benny” 

Kotsoane, who passed away on 30 March 2025, aged 58.  

The declaration, pronounced by President Cyril Ramaphosa is a testament of 

Kotsoane’s remarkable contributions to the province and South Africa in general. 

 

Following the unbanning of the African National Congress and the ushering in of the 

democratic dispensation in 1994, Kotsoane was at the forefront of the first democratic 

administration, laying solid foundations for generations to come. He served the people 

of the province with great diligence and unwavering commitment in various executive 

portfolios, including: 

• MEC for Local Government and Housing (1996–1999; 2004–2005) 

• MEC for Environmental Affairs and Tourism (1999–2001) 

• MEC for Safety and Security (2001–2004) 

 

In each of these key roles, Kotsoane was steadfast in his mission to rebuild local 

governance, enhance public safety, promote environmental responsibility, and ensure 

equitable access to housing and services. 

 

Kotsoane also served as the Director-General in the Department of Housing, working 

under Minister Lindiwe Sisulu, during the Presidency of President Thabo Mbeki.  
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In this arduous capacity, he spearheaded the implementation of the Breaking New 

Ground (BNG) housing policy—a bold shift from basic shelter provision to the creation 

of integrated and sustainable human settlements. 

 

Beyond the hallways of government in his quest for the total emancipation of his people, 

Kotsoane played an instrumental role as a founding member of the Southern Free State 

Civic Congress, which later aligned with the South African National Civic Organisation 

(SANCO). He also served, in his illustrious career, as Chairperson of the Social Housing 

Regulatory Authority (SHRA), and several other housing entities he was assigned to 

oversee, ensuring that the principles of dignity, access, and equity remained 

foundational to housing delivery in South Africa. 

 

Owing to his contributions to the Free State and South Africa in general, the President 

has instructed that the National Flag fly at half-mast in the Free State Province on the 

day before Kotsoane’s funeral service, until the evening of the day of the funeral service, 

as a sign of respect.  

 

"We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of this gallant 

servant of the people," Premier Letsoha-Mathae added. " His passing marks the loss of 

a revolutionary who leaves behind a formidable legacy of integrity, humility, and 

profound commitment to social justice”, added the Premier.  

 

Funeral arrangements are as follows: 

 

DATE: Saturday, 05 April 2025 

VENUE: Kaizer Sebothelo Arena, Botshabelo 

TIME: 8am 

 

-END-  

 

For funeral service accreditation purposes, Media houses are requested to RSVP by 

Friday, 04 April 2025 at 16h00 to: Pulane Tsupane at 071 302 2595 / 

pulane.tsupane@fspremier.gov.za  
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