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RE: THE FREE STATE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT PLACES MATJHABENG UNDER 

ADMINISTRATION  

 

The MEC for COGTA and Human Settlements Mr. Saki Mokoena has announced the 

invocation of Section 139 (5) (a-c) of the Constitution against the Matjhabeng Local 

Municipality. After the resolution by the Free State government the invocation was presented 

to the Council and  senior management of the municipality in a Council meeting in Welkom 

on the 29th of May 2025.   

 

The decision also comes after the judgement of the Free State High Court Division which 

was delivered on the 23rd of October 2024 based on an application seeking a declaratory 

order and ancillary relief concerning the municipalities: 

➢ Serious and persistent material breach to carry out its duties to ensure provision of 

services to its communities in a sustainable manner, 

➢ Its failure to promote social and economic development, promote a safe and healthy 

environment and,  

➢ Failure to structure and manage its administration, budgeting and planning processes 

to give priority to the basic needs of the community and to promote the social and 

economic development of the community.  

CoGTA working with both the provincial and national treasury will deploy a team of officials 

led by the exco representative to assist in terms of the development and implementation of 

the financial recovery plan as per section 139 (5) of the constitution of the republic. 

capacitating the municipality and ensure that it delivers services to its communities.    

 

For further information, kindly contact: 
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