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Department of Human Settlements
FREE STATE PROVINCE

To:
All Media
For Immediate Release

23 October 2025

RE: LAUNCH OF MUD HOUSES ERADICATION PROJECT IN THABA NCHU

The MEC for CoGTA and Human Settlements Mr. Saki Mokoena will launch the Mud
Houses eradication project. An initiative that seeks to replace mud houses in the
Free State with Innovative Building Technologies (IBT) structures. About 138 IBT
houses will be built in Qwa-Qwa, and 124 houses in Thaba Nchu. The two areas
have recorded large numbers of mud houses, and the department plans to eradicate

these mud houses within this financial year 2025/26.

In Selosesha, MEC Mokoena will conduct a site inspection of a newly completed IBT
house and hand it over to the identified beneficiary. The MEC will also engage with

prospective beneficiaries who have been living in mud houses for years.

IBTs offer a solution to the underlying housing delivery challenges in the province, as
they provide a more efficient, cost-effective, and sustainable approach to addressing
housing backlogs. The implementation of the IBTs also find expression in the 2024
White Paper for Human Settlements which ensures emergency responsiveness for

speedy responses and to fast-track human settlements delivery.

The media is invited to attend and cover the event under the following details:
Venue: 4703 Sakanyoka, Selosesha Extension 3

Date: 24 October 2025

Time: 09:00

For further enquiries please contact the Head of Communication: Ms. Zimasa Mbewu
on 060 976 8683.
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