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FREE STATE COGTA ISSUES AN ALERT ON ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS IN PARTS
OF THE PROVINCE

The Free State Provincial Disaster Management Centre (FSPDMC) is urging communities across
the province to exercise extreme caution following intense and persistent rainfall experienced in
parts of the province. The heavy downpours have resulted in localised flooding, rapid increases

in river levels, and hazardous conditions in low-lying areas.

Earlier today, eleven fatalities were reported following a tragic accident that took place on the N8
between Bloemfontein and Botshabelo due to rain resulting in slippery road. In the Lejweleputswa
district, Odendaalsrus in K10, several homes have been submerged under water due to localised
flash floods. The human settlements department in the area has identified about twelve

households whose houses have been flooded, requiring temporary shelter.

In the Mangaung Metro flash floods have caused disruptions in many informal settlements. The
district disaster teams have been deployed in various towns, monitoring the situation on the

ground and have identified the following as key risks.

e Heavy rains may cause water to accumulate quickly in streets, yards, and informal
settlements.

e Poor drainage systems may worsen flooding.

o Smaller rivers, streams, and catchment areas are expected to rise rapidly, increasing the
risk of sudden overflow.

e Low-Lying Areas at High Risk: Communities near rivers, wetlands, and floodplains
particularly informal settlements are urged to remain vigilant.

¢ Road Hazards: Waterlogged roads, potholes hidden beneath water, and slippery surfaces

pose risks to motorists.
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e Electrical and Structural Hazards
¢ Risk of collapsing walls and structures weakened by saturated soil.

o Possible damage to electricity poles and transformers.

Communities are urged to contact the EMC Call Centre in case of any emergencies.
Mangaung Metro: 087 348 4509

Lejweleputswa: 057 916 1100

Fezile Dabi: 087 348 4509

Thabo Mofutsanyana district: 058 307 9000

Xhariep district: 087 348 4509

For further enquiries, kindly contact.

Ms. Z. Mbewu

Head of Communications: COGTA and Human Settlements
060 976 8683

Alternatively: Mr. Marcus Buttler: Provincial Head of Disaster Management on: 066 487 4896



