To All:

News Editors and Journalists
For Immediate Release

01 March 2025

RE: FREE STATE MEC FOR COGTA MR SAKI MOKOENA TO VISIT BOTHAVILLE
FOLLOWING RECENT SHUTDOWN OF THE TOWN

COGTA MEC Mr. Saki Mokoena will lead a delegation of officials to the Nala Local
Municipality in Bothaville, to provide intervention following a recent shutdown of the town
which resulted in the closure of local businesses and schools, from Monday, 24 until
Wednesday, 26 February 2025.

The shutdown was led by concerned residents of Nala, who were demanding the removal of
the Executive Mayor, Municipal Manager and Chief Financial Officer (CFO), including the
termination of a security company contract. They have also called COGTA to invoke Section
106 of the Municipal Systems Act of 2000.

MEC Mokoena had earlier in the week despatched a team from the department to meet and
engage with representatives of various stakeholders, as a result, the shutdown was
temporarily suspended and learners returned to schools and businesses were reopened, on
condition that the MEC will visit the area. The situation remains volatile and requires the
department to put measures in place to stabilize the municipality. The MEC has undertaken

to visit the town and the meeting will be held under the following details.

Date: 02 March 2025
Time: 10:00
Venue: Council Chamber, Nala Local Municipality.

For further information, kindly contact.
Ms. Z. Mbewu on 060 976 8683

Spokesperson: Free State Department of COGTA and Human Settlements.
Alternatively: Mr. Khonzaphi Thuthani on 083 399 9019 /082 061 4332

OR Tambo House. 7th Floor. Cnr. St Andrew and Markaraaff Streets. Bloemfontein. 9301



