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protect our
natural heritage

from being 
destroyed by
uncontrolled

fires.

Contact numbers in case of fire:
Mantsopa Emergency Services
051- 924 0654
Motheo District Municipality
051-4073230 or 0728922079
Motheo District Services			 
051- 4072012 or 0798740084
051- 4072010 or 0828215644

Disaster management is everybody’s business!

Prevent fires
A disaster is a progress or
sudden, widespread or
localized, natural or human 
caused occurrence which: 

Causes or threatens to
cause death, or a disease
damage to property, infra-
structure or environment; or
disruption of community life

Is of magnitude that exceeds
the ability of those affected to 
cope with its effects using their 
own resources.

WHAT IS A

DISASTER?
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PEOPLE AND
UNCONTROLLED FIRES
Unplanned and uncontrolled bush and veld fires 
destroy human lives, infrastructure and the environ-
ment. In the Mantsopa area, veld fires are often ex-
perienced between May - Augusts each year. 

Once the uncontrolled fire is started, the combi-
nation of strong wind and dry vegetation make it 
extremely difficult to control. Resources are then 
utilized to control situations that have been created 
unnecessarily.

YOU, the member of the public and 
concerned citizen can do much to 
prevent disasters from occurring.

•	 No fires are allowed in the veld except in
	 specifically demarcated areas! If you are not 
	 sure, DON’T make fire!!

•	 Ensure that the braai fire is extinguished
	 completely before leaving areas where fires
	 are allowed.

•	 Keep fire making or igniting sources like
	 matches and lighters out of reach of children 

•	 Do not throw away burning cigarette from your 
	 vehicle – it’s a pollutant and is one of the major 
	 causes of fire along the routes around the
	 Mantsopa Local Municipality. Use the vehicle 
	 ashtray for this purpose.

•	 Report any instances of fire to the listed
	 emergency numbers as indicated in
	 the pamphlet. 

LAND OWNERS OF SECTIONS OF 
THE BEAUTIFUL HERITAGE

Comply with the legal requirements for burning veld
as reflected in the National Veld and Forest Fires Act
No 101 of 1998.

•	 Loss of lives, human and animals

•	 Disturbance to the ecosystem, most species
	 that keeps the balance in the environment
	 are destroyed during bush and veld fires

•	 Smoke emition and gases have resulted in
	 global warming by thinning the ozone layer
	 and causing desertification, unusual weather
	 patterns such as droughts and floods

•	 Destruction of the infrastructure and environment.

Heritage is about taking care of what you have so that 
future generations can also have the privilege of expe-
riencing the beauty of our land and live in harmonious 
environment as nature created it.

HOW TO PREVENT

Be responsible -
prevent the destruction of

this beautiful land!

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF

VELD FIRE:

Management of disasters in our areas 
where we live is everybody’s business!

DISASTERS?
ARE YOU WORKING
TOWARDS THAT?
I AM. 


