
VISION 2014

Vision  2014  is  South  Africa’s  direct  response  to  contribute  and  address  the 

development challenges as setout in the Millennium Development Declaration.  In 

September  2000,  147 Heads of  States and Governments,  and 189 nations  in 

total,  in  the  United  Nations  Millennium  Declaration committed  themselves  to 

making the right to development a reality for everyone and to freeing the entire 

human race from want. They acknowledged that progress is based on sustainable 

economic growth, which must focus on the poor, with human rights at the centre. 

The objective of the Declaration is to promote "a comprehensive approach and a 

coordinated  strategy,  tackling  many  problems  simultaneously  across  a  broad 

front." 

The Declaration calls for halving by the year 2015, the number of people who live 

on less than one dollar a day. This effort also involves finding solutions to hunger, 

malnutrition and disease, promoting gender equality and the empowerment of 

women, guaranteeing a basic education for everyone, and supporting the Agenda 

21  principles  of  sustainable  development.  Direct  support  from  the  richer 

countries, in the form of aid, trade, debt relief and investment is to be provided 

to help the developing countries.

To  help  track  progress,  the  United  Nations  Secretariat  and  the  specialized 

agencies of the UN system, as well as representatives of IMF, the World Bank and 

OECD  defined  a  set  of  time-bound  and  measurable  goals  and  targets for 

combating  poverty,  hunger,  disease,  illiteracy,  environmental  degradation  and 

discrimination  against  women.  International  experts  also  selected  relevant 

indicators to be used to assess progress over the period from 1990 to 2015, when 

targets are expected to be met. Each year, the Secretary-General will prepare a 

report  on  progress  achieved  towards  implementing  the  Declaration,  based on 

data on the 48 selected indicators, aggregated at global and regional levels. 

The combination of some of the most important targets and objectives making up 

Vision 2014 are as follows:

• Reduce  unemployment  by  half  through  new  jobs,  skills  development, 

assistance  to  small  businesses,  opportunities  for  self-employment  and 

sustainable community livelihoods. 

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/RES/55/2&Lang=E
http://millenniumindicators.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_goals.asp


• Reduce poverty by half through economic development, comprehensive social 

security, land reform and improved household and community assets. 

• Provide  the  skills  required  by  the  economy,  build  capacity  and  provide 

resources  across  society  to  encourage  self-employment  with  an  education 

system  that  is  geared  to  productive  work,  good  citizenship  and  a  caring 

society.

• Ensure that all South Africans, including especially the poor and those at risk - 

children, the youth, women, the aged, and people with disabilities – are fully 

able  to  exercise  their  constitutional  rights  and  enjoy  the  full  dignity  of 

freedom.

• Compassionate  government  service  to  the people;  national,  provincial  and 

local public representatives who are accessible; and citizens who know their 

rights and insist on fair treatment and efficient service.

• Massively  reduce cases of  TB, diabetes,  malnutrition and maternal  deaths, 

and  turn  the  tide  against  HIV  and  AIDS,  and,  working  with  the  rest  of 

Southern Africa, strive to eliminate malaria, and improve services to achieve a 

better national health profile and reduction of preventable causes of death, 

including violent crime and road accidents.

• Significantly reduce the number of serious and priority crimes as well as cases 

awaiting trial,  with a society that actively challenges crime and corruption, 

and with programmes that also address the social roots of criminality.

• Position South Africa strategically as an effective force in global relations, with 

a vibrant and balanced trade and other relations with countries of the South 

and the North, and in an Africa that is growing, prospering and benefiting all 

Africans, especially the poor.


