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Bakwena trace their origin to Kwena who 
lived round about 1450. Kwena fathered 
three sons namely: Kgabo, Ngwato and Ng-
waketsi. Kgabo had one son Masilo II (also 
known as Mosito).  Masilo II had two sons, 
Motjhudi (Mokotedi) and Napo, the father 
of Motebang, Disema and Molapo. Mote-
bang lived at Tebang, near the present day 
Heildelberg. He was succeeded by his son 
Molemo. After the death of Molemo, his 
sons Tsholo and Tsholwane left the area. 
They were succeeded by their sons Tsho-
telo and Kadi (Monaheng), respectively. 

They settled near present day Bethlehem 
where they lived side by side with Bafo-
keng of Mangole. Later, Monaheng settled 
at Fothane near Fouriesburg. He subju-
gated Bafokeng of Komane and some San 
people who already occupied that area.  He 
was later rejoined by Tshotelo. Monaheng 
placed Tshotelo at Kaffir Kop, to rule under 
his authority. The people of Tshotelo (also 
known as Bamodibedi), though senior to 
the people of Monaheng (Bamonaheng) by 
birth, became subordinate in terms of tra-
ditional leadership status. Bamonaheng 
moved from Fouriesburg across the Cale-
don  River to the present day Lesotho. 
 

Monaheng fathered six sons, namely; Nt-
sane, Motlohelwa, Motlwang, Mokotedi, 
Mokgeseng and Monyane.  The descen-
dants of Motlwang played a pivotal role 

in the history of Bakwena.  Motlwang fa-
thered Mokgatjhane. Mokgatjhane in turn 
fathered Moshweshwe and Paulos Mopeli. 
Moshweshwe welded together fragmented 
Basotho communities round about 1818, 
during the Mfecane Wars. He built them 
together into a unified people. Thus the 
Basotho kingship was born. Lesotho was 
established in 1823.  Moshweshwe placed 
Paulos Mopeli as morena wa sebaka at 
Mabolela, east of present day Ladybrand. 
 

The wars between Basotho and the Voor-
trekkers (1865 – 1868) dispossessed Le-
sotho of much of its territories, including 
Mabolela. Mopeli found himself landless. 
In the quest to regain territory, he ap-
proached the Volksraad of the Orange Free 
State led by President Brand. The wish 
that Mopeli had was eventually granted. 
He was allocated a portion of land to live 
together with his followers at the then Wi-
etsieshoek (Qwaqwa today)
 

 An agreement was signed on 1 June 1867, 
in terms of which a portion of Qwaqwa was 
made available to Mopeli and his people 
for residential purposes only.  Mopeli died 
in 1897 and was buried on Thaba Bosiu in 
Lesotho the historical resting place of the 
Basotho royal family.  
 

Paulus Mopeli was succeeded by Ntsane 
I, the son of Rantsane, in 1898. He ruled 
for twenty years. Ntsane I was succeeded 
by his eldest son Ramatshediso Charles 
Mopeli, who died in 1962. Ramatshediso 
Charles Mopeli was succeeded by Ntsane 
II, who died in 1965. Mofumahadi Mampoi 
Mopeli became regent for her son Motebang 
Mopeli, who ruled from 1978 to 1993.  In 
1993 Mofumahadi Mathokwana Mopeli be-
came regent for her son, Thokwana Mopeli  
who is now the current Morena.
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Bakwena ba ile ba taboha ho motho ya neng a 
bitswa Kwena ya neng a phela dilemong tsa bo 
1450. Kwena a tswala bara ba bararo e leng: Kga-
bo, Ngwato le Ngwaketsi. Kgabo a ba le mora ya 
mong ya neng a bitswa Masilo II (mme a tsejwa 
hape ka lebitso la Mosito). Masilo II yena o ne a e 
na le bara ba babedi: Motjhudi (Mokotedi) le Napo, 
ntata Motebang, Disema le Molapo. Motebang one 
a dula Tebang, haufi le moo kajeno ho seng ho 
bitswa Heildelberg. O ile a hlahlanngwa ke mor’a 
hae e moholo e leng Molemo.

Ka mora lefu la Molemo, bara ba hae e leng Tsholo 
le Tsholwane ba ile ba falla sebakeng seo, mme 
bona  ba ile ba hlahlanngwa ke bara ba bona e 
leng Tshotelo le Kadi (Monaheng), ka ho hlahlama-
na ha bona. Ba ile ba ilo dula sebakeng sa Beth-
lehem moo teng ba ileng ba ahisana le Bafokeng 
ba ha Mangole. Monaheng bophelong ba hae o ne 
a dula Fothane haufi le Fouriesburg. O ile a busa 
Bafokeng ba ha Komane le Barwa (San People) bao 
le bona ba ileng ba dula hona sebakeng sona seo 
tlasa puso ya Monaheng.

Hamorao ho ile ha fihla Tshotelo. Monaheng o ile 
a mmeha sebakeng se neng se bitswa ka lebitso 
la Kaffir Kop mehleng eo hore a buse tlasa hae e 
le Morena wa Sebaka. Setjhabana sa Tshotelo (se 
neng se tsejwa ka hore ke Bamodibedi), le ha ba ne 
ba le baholo ho Bamonaheng ka tswalo ba ile ba 
ba ka tlase ka maemo a puso. Bamonaheng ba tlo-
ha Fouriesburg mme ba tshela noka ya Mohokare 
(Caledon River) ba ya moo ho bitswang Lesotho ka-
jeno. Monaheng o ile a ba le bara ba tsheletseng, 
eleng: Ntsane, Motlohelwa, Motlwang, Mokotedi, 
Mokgeseng le Monyane. 

Bahlahlami ba Motlwang ba bapetse karolo e 
kgolo paleng ya Bakoena. Motlwang o ile a tswala 
Mokhachane. Mokhachane a tswala Moshoeshoe 

le Paulos Mopeli. Moshoeshoe o ile a bokella Baso-
tho a ba etsa ngatana nngwe ha ba ne ba qhalane 
kamora dintwa tsa Difaqane (Mfecane Wars). O ile 
a ba etsa Setjhabana se le seng se kopaneng. ( Ma-
rema Tlou a ntswe leng). Kamora moo ya ba Borena 
bo Boholo ba Basotho bo ya thewa (qala). Lesotho 
le theilwe ka selemo sa 1823. Morena Moshoeshoe 
o ile a beha morabo Paulos Mopeli Morena wa Se-
baka, sebakeng sa Mabolela ka Botjhabela ho moo 
ho bitswang Ladybrand kajeno.

Dintwa pakeng tsa Basotho le ba neng ba bitswa 
Voortrekkers (1865-1868) di ile tsa amoha Lesotho 
boholo ba meedi ya lona, ho kenyeleditswe le yona 
Mabolela ka boyona. Mme ha ho le jwalo Morena 
Mopeli a iphumana a sena Lefatshe, Maburu a mo 
jele mmetwana. Ka tabatabelo le takatso ya ho 
thola Lefatshe kapa Moedi wa hae, Morena Mopeli 
o ile a kopana le ba neng ba bitswa Volksraad ba 
sebakeng se neng se bitswa Orange Free State 
mehleng eo, e neng e eteletswe pele ke President 
Brand.Takatso eo Morena a neng a na le yona e ile 
ya phethahala, mme a fuwa karolwana ya Lefatshe 
moo a tlang ho dula teng le Tjhabana sa hae, empa 
tlasa dipehelo kapa ditumellano tsa hore sebaka 
seo ke sa bodulo feela, sebakeng sa Witsieshoek 
moo e seng e le Qwa-qwa kajeno.

Tumellano e ile ya tekenelwa mohla la pele kg-
weding ya Phupjane, selemong sa 1867 (1 June 
1867), mme yona e ne e hlalosa ka botlalo hore se-
baka seo ba se fuweng ke sa bodulo feela. Morena 
Mopeli o ile a hlokahala selemong sa 1897 mme 
a bolokelwa sebakeng sa Thaba-Bosiu, Lesotho 
moo e leng sebaka sa ho boloka Marena a Maholo 
Lesotho (Bakoena Royal Families). Morena Paulos 
Mopeli o ile a hlahlanngwa ke NtsaneI, mora Rant-
sane ka selemo sa 1898. O busitse moo ka dilemo 
tse mashome a mabedi.

NtsaneI a hlahlanngwa ke mora wa hae e moholo 
e leng Ramatshediso Charles Mopeli ya hlokahe-
tseng selemong sa 1962. Ramatshediso a hlahl-
anngwa ke NtsaneII, yena a hlokahala ka selemo 
sa 1965. Mofumahadi Mampoi Mopeli ya eba mot-
shwaredi bakeng sa mora wa hae e leng Motebang 
Mopeli, ya busitseng ho tloha selemong sa 1978 ya 
ileng a hlokahala ka selemo sa 1993, ya ba Mofu-
mahadi Mathokoana Mopeli ya ba motshwaredi wa 
mora wa hae Thokoana Mopeli, eo e seng e le yena 
Morena e Moholo hajwale.           
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